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In an educational system and state smothered by segregation and  

indifference was a young man, DON ALAN RAYMOND, born to Alfred Raymond Sr 
and Vera Raymond. This young man, a native of Hahnville, La, in his short-lived life 
became more than just another student of a newly integrated system. 
 
 At the age of fourteen, he became the first African-American student/athlete 
to shade both color and light on and in the ST. Charles Parish School System. 
Being provided the first opportunities of integration, Don Raymond accepted and 
overcame the obstacles presented to him by integration. 
 
 Realizing his position and being constantly aided by his parents, Don took 
every obstacle in stride and made history with each step. Don Raymond joined 
the segregated track, baseball, basketball and football teams and in doing so 
became not only the first African-American in each sport, but also set an example 
for other African-Americans by becoming a four-sport letterman. Beyond just 
lettering, Don was a champion who was selected to all-district and all-state teams 
in basketball, football and track. These accomplishments made him the first 
African-American ever selected to a Louisiana high school all-state football team  
as a junior. Not only was Don a superior athlete, he was also a good student in 
the classroom. 
 
 When Hahnville went to other schools to participate, Don made history not 
only by being the first African-American to compete on the opponents’ field, but 
he also put his name in their record books as well as in ours. 
 



 Early in the track season during his junior year, Don Raymond had already 
won the 880 yard run under 2 minutes, when tragedy struck on March 30, 1969. 
He was fatally injured in an automobile accident. 
 In an era when many of the public facilities were still segregated, Don 
demanded respect and won it not only from his teammates, coaches and fans, 
but also from the opposing players, coaches and fans. He won this respect with his 
athletic abilities, his genuine sportsmanship and his sincere respect for the rights 
of others. 
 
 Had Don lived to complete his junior year and compete in his senior year, he 
no doubt, would have been one of the greatest athletes ever to compete in 
Louisiana school history. 
 


