PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
It is with great joy that I send you Christmas greetings from everyone at Allemands Elementary
School. As the first semester of the school year is coming to a close, I think it is appropriate to
reflect on the hard work that everyone has done (students, parents, staff members at the school
level, and district staff members) thus far to support our core business of teaching and learning.
We are seeing great results with student learning as students are working hard to improve their
knowledge. Teachers and students are continuously learning, and the growth is evident.
Family Literacy Night will be held on December 6 th at 5:30 for all students and their families. This
will be a great opportunity to spend time with your children in a variety of literacy activities. Prizes
will be given out and we may even have a special visitor that will bring joy to all of our students.
Our December PTA meeting and Christmas program are scheduled for December 20 th. The PTA
meeting will begin at 5:30 and our program will begin at 6:00 pm. We thank our enrichment teachers for writing the script for the play and working with our second graders to prepare for the play.
What a wonderful way to celebrate the Christmas season with all of our family and friends. I hope
to see all of you then.
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On December 22 we will have Community Morning Meeting at 9:15. This is also Pajama Day
for everyone at Allemands!!! We will all join together in the library to hear the Cajun Night Before Christmas and sing Christmas carols! Please come and join us!!!
I would like to extend a great big thanks to our PTA for all they did to make our Fall Fest such a
huge success. Brandy Bruno, our PTA president, and the entire board, worked several days with
many of our parents and Ms. Gaylynn St. Pierre to prepare for our festival. Everyone in attendance
was so complimentary about all of the activities planned. The Beta Club and Talented Art students
from JB Martin also assisted in the booths. We were so grateful for those students that volunteered
their time and talent.

December 2016
1

Santa Pictures

2

2nd Grade Field Trip

6

5:30 Literacy Night for all

7

1:00 PTA Board Meeting

8

6:10 Cajun Dancers perform at Rotary Club

Students

Christmas Tree Lighting @
Dufrene Community
Center
11

Cajun dancers perform at
Destrehan Plantation

20

5:30 PTA Meeting
6:00 Christmas
Performance

21

2:00 –3:00 Christmas
Parties

22

9:15 Community Morning
Meeting /Pajama Day
12:35 Dismissal

As we enter the Christmas season, let us remember that our time is the greatest gift we can give our
children. Children love presents and gifts but these are short lived and are forgotten quickly, but
the time you spend with them will be remembered forever.

Dec. 23 - Jan. 6
Christmas Holidays

On behalf of the staff of Allemands Elementary School, we wish you and your family a blessed
Christmas season.

JANUARY
9

SCHOOL BEGINS
3RD QUARTER BEGINS

Mission
Allemands Elementary School is committed to building the foundation of life-long learning
for all students in a safe, respectful environment.

Vision
The faculty of Allemands Elementary School embraces the education of all students as top priority
by providing a positive foundation for success to prepare students to meet the challenges within the
changing society of the 21st century. There is a commitment from stakeholders to help all students
to become college and career ready creating life-long learners. Our school provides a safe, stimulating
atmosphere that is created through respect for self, others, and our environment. Actively engaged
students aspire to reach their full potential, reflecting the high expectations among our faculty, family
and community
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KINDERGARTEN NEWS
Welcome back to school! We hope that everyone had a restful Thanksgiving break. As we enter the second
quarter we will complete our study of sound and letter formation of all lowercase letters. Our writings are becoming more legible. Sound identification has helped us write and read decodable words. Tricky words are an
important part of our learning when reading and writing. Please practice identifying these nightly. We have
completed “How To” writings in which we learned how to write letters, lists, postcards, amongst others. At
this time we are listening to stories and telling why we like or dislike stories. We are justifying our opinions
and creating book reviews for our peers. It is an exciting time for learning the purpose of different types of
writings. In science, we will begin our study of animals. This is our favorite time of year! We will be introduced to goldfish, guppies, sow and pill bugs, and night crawlers and red worms. This is a time of exploration.
We will observe and record similarities, differences, and the characteristics of each. We look forward as we
progress to the second half of the year.

FIRST GRADE NEWS
Welcome back to school! We hope that you enjoyed your Thanksgiving break. First grade students had a
wonderful time at Fall Fest. The first grade teachers and students want to thank the parents that made Fall
Fest such a great success.
First graders are continuing to use learning to read strategies that are helping them read grade appropriate
texts. Students are learning to retell stories, ask and answer questions, and identify the setting and major
events of a story. In writing, students will continue to work on fictional narratives. In math, students are
learning about measurement and graphs. Toward the end of December we will begin to learn how Christmas
is celebrated in other countries. Throughout this wonderful holiday season, remember to read with your child
and review homework each night.

SECOND GRADE NEWS
'Tis the season to celebrate the joy of reading by going on a journey with lots of books. Check out The Legend of the Poinsettia by Tomie dePaola or a timeless classic like How the Grinch Stole Christmas by Dr. Seuss. Second graders are making
reading more enjoyable by analyzing the plot in stories. When reading, students should use a variety of reading strategies and
retell what is read in sequential order including the central message. Students will also read informational text and identify the
main purpose of the text. During Writer’s Workshop, second graders are writing fictional narratives. Imaginations are soaring!
In math, students will continue solving word problems and using place value strategies to add and subtract within 1,000.
Please have your child continue practicing these skills and memorizing math facts to 20. We are now weather watchers in science! Students will observe and record daily temperatures and weather patterns. To wrap up our December learning adventure,
the second graders will perform in the Allemands Christmas production. We hope to see everyone there. Have a safe and
happy holiday season! Your continued home support is such a wonderful gift! See you next year!
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ALLEMAND ELEMENTARY THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE
Allemands Elementary School sponsored a food drive the month of November.
This activity helped our students to be aware of others who have less than
themselves and instilled a commitment to help others. The food was donated
to the Second Harvest Food Bank. Second Harvest is an agency that is committed to engaging our communities in the fight to end hunger. Our students
at Allemands were so excited to be a part of this worthy project.

French News
Joyeux Noel et Bonne Annee! It is so hard to believe the year is
almost over and the holiday season is in full swing! The students
will be writing letters to Papa Noel as they learn French Christmas vocabulary. We will be singing a very jolly french Christmas song and learn how families in France celebrate Christmas! Did you know that in some parts of France the Christmas
season starts on December 6th? That date is the feast day of Saint
Nicholas and young children celebrate by leaving special wooden
shoes, called sabots, by the fireplace for St. Nicholas to fill with
toys and candy.
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Allemands Elementary Family Center
Home & School: Together We Can Make a Difference

Reading for Meaning with Your Child
Reading with comprehension means understanding what's been
read. It takes practice, time, and patience to develop reading
comprehension skills. Families can play an important role in
helping a child learn to read for understanding.
First, make sure your child is reading books appropriate for
their reading level. If a book is too hard, all your child's energy will be put into decoding and reading word for word, with
less energy available to figure out what the book means. Remember if your child has more than five errors, the book may
be too hard.
Reading comprehension skills can be developed using a before
-during-after approach. Below are a few suggestions that will
help build comprehension skills.

Before
Your goal is to help your child build an understanding of and
purpose for what they're about to read. Look at the book's
cover. Ask, "What do you think this book might be about?
Why? Can you make some predictions?" Guide your child
through the pages, discuss the pictures, and brainstorm what
might happen in the story. Talk about any personal experiences
your child may have that relate to the story.

During
Your goal is to help your child be an active reader. Read together and talk about what's happening as they're reading. Stop
and discuss any interesting or tricky vocabulary words. Talk
about any surprising or sad passages, and help them visualize
parts of the story. Ask your child, "Do you understand what's
happening here? What do you think will happen next?" If your
child seems unsure, stop, go back and reread if necessary. Discuss any confusing parts.

After
Your goal is to help your child reflect on what they've read.
Summarize and share your favorite part of the book. Have your
child rate the book on a scale from 1 to 10 and say why. Have
your child reread their favorite part or act it out.
Take the extra time before and during reading to read with your
child this way. You'll soon find yourself reading with a child
who is motivated to comprehend and learn from everything
they read.
Please visit the Family Center Webpage for more parent tips.

A leer para entender junto con su niño
La lectura con comprensión significa que se entiende lo que se lee. El
desarrollo de las destrezas para la comprensión de la lectura toma práctica, tiempo y paciencia. Las familias pueden desempeñar una función
importante para ayudar a que el niño aprenda a leer con el objeto de
comprender.
Primero, cerciórese de que su niño esté leyendo libros apropiados a su
nivel de lectura. Si un libro es demasiado difícil, toda la energía de su
niño la dirigirá a descifrar la palabra y a leer palabra por palabra, y dispondrá de menos energía para entender lo que el libro busca trasmitir. Si
su nino tiene mas de 5 errores, el libro es dificil.
Las habilidades de la comprensión de la lectura pueden desarrollarse
usando el enfoque de antes-durante-después. A continuación le presentamos algunas sugerencias que ayudarán a desarrollar las habilidades de la
comprensión.

Antes
Su meta es ayudar a su niño a desarrollar la comprensión y el propósito
de lo que está a punto de leer. Observe la portada del libro. Pregunte:
"¿De qué crees que se trate este libro? ¿Por qué? ¿Puedes predecir
algo?". Dirija a su niño a través de las páginas, y juntos examinen y
hablen de las ilustraciones, y reflexionen sobre lo que quizás vaya a
suceder en la historia. Hablen de cualquier experiencia personal que su
niño haya tenido para que él se relacione con la historia.

Durante
Su meta es ayudar a su niña a convertirse en una lectora activa. Lea
junto con ella y, al ir leyendo, háblele de lo que está sucediendo.
Deténgase a discutir cualquier palabra interesante o difícil del vocabulario. Hablen acerca de cualquier pasaje sorprendente o triste, y ayúdele
a visualizar las partes de la historia. Pregúntele a su niña: "¿Entiendes lo
que está sucediendo aquí? ¿Qué crees que pasará después?". Si su niña
se muestra insegura, deténgase, regresen y relean el texto si es necesario.
Discutan sobre cualquier parte confusa.

Después
Su meta es ayudar a su niño a que reflexione sobre lo que se le lee. Resuma y comparta con él la parte preferida del libro. Pídale a su niño que
evalúe el libro de acuerdo a una escala de 1 a 10 y que le explique por
qué. Haga que su niño vuelva a leer su parte preferida o que la actúe.
Dedique tiempo adicional antes y durante la lectura para leer con su niño
de esta manera. Usted pronto encontrará que está leyendo con un niño
que se siente motivado a comprender y a aprender de todo lo que él lee.
Para más información visite la página en el internet del centro familiar.
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News from Reading Recovery and Literacy

First grade Reading Recovery students and Literacy Group students in kindergarten, first
grade and second grade are practicing writing and reading strategies daily. Our Allemands
families are continuing reading and writing practice at home! This is SO important to continue.
Reading Recovery and Literacy students will be given extra books
to take home over the Christmas break. Please see that a little of their
time is spent reading and writing, perhaps about what they would like
to give to others or about a fun family gathering. (Maybe when it’s too
cold or rainy to play outside or while family members are busy shopping, cooking or cleaning for the big holiday!)
Please mark your calendars for our fast approaching Family Literacy
Night. Tuesday, December 6, all families that sent back the sign-up letter will enjoy stories, a
sing-along and a visit with Santa. As in the past, we will serve pizza prior to starting our
Prime Time Family reading activities. Get your favorite holiday pajamas ready!
Please do not hesitate to contact the Reading Recovery teachers for some new ideas or advice, if you have any questions about helping your child at home.

Counselor’s Corner
“Some people think that anger is bad, but that is not true. Anger is
a feeling, and feelings are neither good nor bad. It is how you BEHAVE when you
feel angry that can be either good or bad.” (Adolph Moser, Ed.D.)
Here are some helpful ideas in dealing with anger:
Visualizing
Go to a quiet place if you can, and close your eyes. Relax for a moment, and
then picture your anger slowly fading away.
 Relaxing
Sometimes, just taking a few deep breaths can help. Breathe out while thinking,
“I’m feeling better, calmer, and more in control.”
 Getting things straight
Telling someone how you feel and listening carefully to his or her feelings can go
a long way toward clearing up a misunderstanding.
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TEACHER OF THE YEAR
Mrs. Allison “Claire” Castillo has received the distinguished honor of being
selected as Teacher of the Year for Allemands Elementary School. Mrs. Castillo, a first grade teacher, has been
teaching for 7 years. She is a phenomenal teacher who truly meets the needs
of every child, every day! Her dedication to her students and the entire Allemands’ family is a model for everyone
to follow.

Ask Finley
Finley would like to hear from parents that might have suggestions for school improvement. Each month we will feature this section. Finley is interested in hearing your input. Please write suggestions, positive comments or concerns and return it with your child. Finley (via the Parent Involvement Committee) will print a
follow up letter in our next monthly issue.
Questions or Suggestions for School Improvement:
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Your name (optional) _______________________________________________________________
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PTA News
Happy Holidays from the PTA!
Parade of Prize ticket sale winners Brae'Lynn Lewis
and Robert Champagne will be Principal and Assistant Principal
for the day.
We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Fall Festival
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Good Citizens And Most Improved
NOVEMBER
Good Citizen
Bottom Row L to R: William
Sigmon, Ashton Chiasson, Aubrey Crochet, Mikayla Dufrene
Middle Row L to R: Clarissa
Richard, Allie Young, Kason
Perry, Kollen Comardelle
Back Row L to R: Brooke
Babin, Lawrence Luquette,
Sage Blouin, Mar'Taz Gullage
Marsha Walters Principal, April
Gomez Assistant Principal

Most Improved
Bottom Row L to R: Ashton Adams,
Landon Autin, Khyler Williams,
Tayton Matherne, Kason Waddell
Middle Row L to R: Tyson
Comardelle, Rhys Landry,
Demi Breaux
Back Row L to R: Jada Walker,
Amane' Reynaud, Caden LeBlanc,
Cassi Adams, Coby Waguespack
Principal Marsha Walters, Assistant
Principal April Gomez
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Second graders at Allemands Elementary
school are super problem solvers. Each
morning students in Mrs. Knight's class
are challenged to work with puzzles and
problems, including trying to solve a Rubik's Cube. Some students have already
solved one side of the same color on their
own! Students Pictured: Kayla Dupre,
Braden Matherne, Landon Breaux, and
Ty'Reece Edwards.

Students in Ms. WJ's class sang
"You're a Grand Ole Flag"
together in honor of Veterans
Day.
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December 2016
Sun

4

Mon

5

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
SANTA
PICTURES

2
2ND
GRADE
FIELD
TRIP

3

9

10

6
5:30
LITERACY
NIGHT FOR
ALL
STUDENTS

7
1:00 PTA
BOARD
MEETING

8
Cajun dancers
Perform at
Rotary Club
Christmas
Tree Lighting
@ Dufrene
Community
Center

11
Cajun
Dancers
Perform at
Destrehan
Plantation

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
5:30 PTA
Meeting
6:00
Christmas
Performance

21
2:00-3:00
Christmas
Parties

22
9:15 Community
morning
meeting
Pajama Day
12:35
Dismissal

23

24

27

28

29

30

25

26

CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAYS
DEC. 23 - JAN. 6
31

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS
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