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5:30pm Literacy
Night
6:00pm Christmas
Play
10:00 Playgroup
6:30 School Board
Mtg.
Rotary Christmas Tree
Lighting 5:30 Com.
Center
Santa Distributes
Presents
10:00 Playgroup
Community Morning
Meeting 9:15
P J Day
Early Dismissal 12:35
Second Quarter Ends

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS
December 21 through
January 2
CLASSES RESUME
January 3

The holidays are rapidly approaching, and they will provide another opportunity to
create special moments with our children. It is the perfect time to enjoy our families and friends, relax, and rejuvenate. During this time of the year, I also like to
reflect on the first semester of school. Many wonderful things have happened at
AES in the first two nine weeks, and we are very proud. Our faculty, staff, and
students are truly taking the time to work hard each and every day to help our
students reach great heights. Please take time during the holidays to support our
efforts to continue to increase our students’ achievement. Consider setting aside a
time each day to read to and with your children. Talk about the stories, characters, and events and have your child retell you the story orally. Make time to review math facts and practice with flash cards each day. We would also like to encourage our students to write! A holiday journal would be a great idea to continue
working on those skills. Your child could write about the special moments during
the holidays, and you could respond to your child in this journal. Another idea is to
write about their plans for the new year and set goals for the next semester.
We would like to wish all of our families a joyous and peaceful holiday season. We
appreciate your continued help and support. Your assistance truly makes a difference in our school. It is only through a true partnership that we create positive
conditions for learning and achieve extraordinary results.

Lisa Perrin
Principal

Mission
Allemands Elementary
School is committed to
building the foundation of
life-long learning for all students in a safe, respectful
environment.

Vision
The faculty of Allemands Elementary School embraces the education of all students as our
top priority by providing a positive foundation for success. Our school prepares students to
meet the challenges within the changing society of the 21 st century while preserving our historical culture. There is a profound commitment from stakeholders to help all students to
become college and career ready, creating life-long learners. Our school provides a safe,
stimulating atmosphere that is created through respect for self, others, and our environment. Actively engaged students aspire to reach their full potential, reflecting the high expectations among our faculty, families, and community.

Values/Beliefs
At Allemands Elementary School we
believe…
-A physically and psychologically safe
environment is essential to promote
student learning.
-A student’s self-esteem is enhanced
by positive relationships, open and
honest communication, and mutual
respect among peers, families, community members and school personnel.
-All students and staff meet high
expectations for achievement and
success by engaging in challenging and
relevant work.

-All children can learn at higher
levels when supported daily by a
variety of instructional strategies
and resources within their school,
families, and community.
-Student achievement and
teacher effectiveness increase
when teachers and students use a
variety of questions and/or
prompts to advance high level
thinking.
-We are…One School, One Team,
Making a Difference!
-Excellence is worth the cost.

Kindergarten News
Welcome back to school! We hope that everyone had a restful Thanksgiving break. As we enter the second quarter we will complete our study of sound and letter formation of all lowercase letters. Our writings are becoming more legible. Sound identification has helped us write
and read decodable words. Tricky words are an important part of our learning when reading
and writing. Please practice identifying these nightly. We have been working on writing an
opinion writing. We will continue to discuss, draw, and write about what we like/dislike and
why we feel that way. In Guidebooks (our reading and writing curriculum) we will begin our
unit on seasons and what people and animals do during each season. In math, we will continue
to compare objects' length, weight, size, and quantity. We will compare numbers using the
words more than and less than. We will also show one more than and one less than a given
number. We look forward as we progress to the second half of the year.

First Grade News
Welcome back to school! We hope that you enjoyed your Thanksgiving break.
First grade students had a wonderful time at Fall Fest. The first grade teachers and students want to thank the parents that made Fall Fest such a great
success.
First graders are continuing to use learning to read strategies that are helping them read grade appropriate texts. Students are learning to retell stories,
ask and answer questions, and identify the setting and major events in a story.
We are excited to start our new Guidebook Unit Mooncake. In math, students
are learning about measurement and graphs. In science, we will continue our
investigations about Earth and solar system. We are looking forward to our in
school field trip with "Bricks4kidz." Throughout this wonderful holiday season,
remember to read with your child and review homework each night.

Second Grade News
'Tis the season to celebrate the joy of reading. Check out The Legend of the Poinsettia by Tomie dePaola or a
timeless classic like How the Grinch Stole Christmas by Dr. Seuss. Second graders are reading fiction and nonfiction texts. We wrapped-up our fiction ELA unit, Cinderella. Our new ELA unit is called “The Best Place”. Students will learn about diverse homes. When reading, students should use a variety of reading strategies and
should retell what is read in sequential order including the central message or identify the main topic and focus
of paragraphs in nonfiction. Students will also read and identify the main purpose of informational text. Students will be writing opinion and informational compositions.
In math, students will continue solving one and two-step word problems and using place value strategies to add
and subtract within 1,000. Please have your child continue practicing these skills and memorizing math facts to
20. Students will observe and record daily information about habitat relationships with a focus on plants. Social
studies will be all about our community and its leaders. Continuing our December learning adventure, the second
graders will perform in the Allemands Christmas production. We hope to see everyone there. Have a safe and
happy holiday season! Your continued home support is such a wonderful gift! See you next year!

French News
Joyeux Noël et Bonne Année! It is so hard to believe the year is almost over
and the holiday season is in full swing! The students will be writing letters to
Papa Noël as they learn French Christmas vocabulary. We will be singing a very
jolly French Christmas song and learn how families in France celebrate Christmas! Did you know that in some parts of France, Christmas is celebrated on
December 6th? That date is the feast day of Saint Nicholas and young children celebrate by leaving special wooden shoes, called sabots, by the fireplace
for St. Nicholas to fill with toys and candy.

Winter Wear
Please remember to label your
children's coats, hats and gloves.
Please donate your gently used school
uniforms.

E-Newsletter
As part of our efforts to embrace technology, take care of our environment,
and monitor spending, we will transition from paper to electronic newsletter
delivery. Beginning in October, Allemands Elementary will deliver the
monthly school newsletters via email. Additionally, the school newsletter will
be posted to the school’s web page. If you would like a printed copy of the
school newsletter, please notify Lakia Butler at Lbutler@stcharles.k12.la.us
and a copy will be sent home each month with your child. Thank you.

C.A.R.E.S
Cooperation
I can work with others.

Assertion
I can speak up for myself and others.

Responsibility
I can make smart choices.

Empathy
I can understand others’ feelings.

Self-Control
I can think before I speak and act.

Stakeholder Action Group
Our first Stakeholder Action Group was held on September 21st. We reviewed
our School Improvement Plan Action Steps and had amazing discussions. The
next Meeting is on January 4th. at 2:30. We invite everyone to attend.

Share With FINLEY

Finley would like to hear from parents that might have suggestions for school improvement or
have an example of their child showing CARES at home or in the community. Each month we will
feature this section. Finley is interested in hearing your input. Please write suggestions, positive comments or concerns and return it with your child. Finley will print a follow up letter in
our next monthly issue.
Questions or Suggestions for School Improvement or example of student showing CARES:
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Your name (optional) ____________________________________________________________

NURSE’S NOTES
A healthy school environment requires the cooperation and effort of us all working together. During
this time of year we tend to see a higher incidence of strep throat, influenza, and pink eye, as well as
respiratory and gastrointestinal illnesses. There are ways that you can help to protect yourself and
your family from many of these illnesses. Follow the Habits for Good Health listed below recommended
by the Center for Disease Control.
Habits for Good Health
Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze—throw the tissue away after
you use it. If you do not have a tissue, cover your mouth and nose with the inside of your elbow. For
more information watch the video@ www.coughsafe.com.
Wash your hands often with soap and water especially after you cough or sneeze. If you are not
near water, use an alcohol based hand cleaner.
Stay away, as much as you can, from people who are sick.
If you or your child gets the flu, stay home from work or school. Do not go near other people so
that you don’t make them sick too.
Try not to touch your eyes, nose, or mouth. Germs often spread this way.
Dress for the weather. Come to school dressed for the winter. Wear layers of loose fitting clothing.
Wear mittens and gloves. Wear a hat. Remember, the air that is trapped inside your clothing, warmed
by your body heat, is the best protection from the cold.
Please note: Children who have a fever or who need to take antibiotics for infections such as
strep throat, pink eye, ear infections, etc., should stay home until they have taken the medicine
for at least 24 hours, their temperature is less than 99.6 (without fever reducing medicine), and
they feel better. Some children and some illnesses take more time to recover from than others.
When children return to their normal sleeping and eating habits they are usually well enough to
return to school. Please note that your child should come to school feeling well enough to participate fully in all school activities including going outside in the winter.

Melissa Schexnaydre, RN
School Nurse

Allemands Elementary Family Center
Together We Can Make a Difference

Dunia Kennedy: dkennedy@stcharles.k12.la.us
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays

Phone: 985-758-7427
Hours: 8:30a.m. – 3:30p.m.

Winter & Holiday Literacy Fun
Winter vacation and holidays are a great time for learning, reading, and writing together.
These ideas share activities connected to the season, as well as tips for getting the New Year
off to a good start.
Learn about new traditions/holidays: Look for children's books or Internet articles about
holidays you celebrate, special traditions, or other winter celebrations. Your child may have
friends at school who celebrate different holidays. You can probably find information about
Christmas traditions around the world, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Las Posadas, Three Kings Day, and
the Winter Solstice at the library.
Give books: Give your child a book for the holidays. It doesn't have to be new. If relatives are
looking for gift ideas for your child, ask them to give a book this year.
Look for other reading and writing gifts: Give your child some comic books or magazines to
read. Fun paper and colorful pens can make writing letters enjoyable.
Make travel fun: If you are traveling during your vacation, look for maps and tourist books
about your destination. This is a great way to prepare for the trip and to pass time in the car
or on the plane.
Listen to audio books: If you will be in the car for long trips, check out an audio book from
the library. Ask your child to help choose a couple of books for the trip.
Write letters and thank-you notes: Help your child write letters or e-mails to relatives and
friends. Show your child how to write thank-you notes for holiday gifts.
Make lists: Ask your child to help write shopping lists, activity ideas, or television and movie
schedules. This is good writing practice and a big help to the adults too!
Even if your time is limited, a few extra minutes or hours reading together can make an
important difference to your child. Who knows? You may even create a new reading routine for the New Year!

Allemands Elementary Family Center
Together We Can Make a Difference

Dunia Kennedy: dkennedy@stcharles.k12.la.us
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays

Phone: 985-758-7427
Hours: 8:30a.m. – 3:30p.m.

Actividades de invierno y de vacaciones
Los días festivos y las vacaciones de invierno son una excelente oportunidad para aprender, leer
y escribir juntos. Estas ideas comparten actividades vinculadas a la temporada y consejos para
un buen comienzo del nuevo año.
Aprender sobre nuevas tradiciones y fiestas: Busque libros infantiles o artículos en Internet
sobre sus propias fiestas, tradiciones especiales y otras celebraciones invernales. Tal vez su
hijo le puede interesar aprender algo sobre las celebraciones de la navidad otras partes del
mundo, las de Jánuca, Kwanzaa, las Posadas o el Día de los Reyes Magos.
Dar libros: Regale a su hijo un libro para las fiestas. No tiene que ser nuevo. Si sus parientes
buscan ideas sobre un regalo, pídales este año que regalen un libro.
Buscar otros regalos relacionados con la lectura y la escritura: Dé a su hijo algunos cómics,
revistas o unas tarjetas especiales para escribir cartas.
Volver divertidos los viajes: Si van a viajar durante las vacaciones, busque mapas y libros
turísticos sobre su destino. Ambos son una buena manera de prepararse para el viaje — ¡y para
pasar el tiempo en el coche o el avión!
Libros en audio: Si van a estar en el coche durante viajes largos, se pueden pedir prestados libros audibles en la biblioteca. Pida a su hijo que le ayude a escoger los libros para el viaje.
Escribir cartas y notas de agradecimiento: Ayude a su hijo a escribir cartas o correos
electrónicos a sus parientes y amigos. Indique a su hijo cómo escribir notas de agradecimiento
para sus regalos nuevos.
Hacer listas: Pida a su hijo que le ayude a escribir listas de compras, ideas de actividades o los
horarios de televisión y películas, lo cual es una buena práctica para la escritura — ¡y una gran
ayuda para los adultos también!
Aún si no tiene mucho tiempo en estas vacaciones, el dedicar algunos minutos u horas extra leyendo juntos puede marcar una diferencia importante para su hijo. ¿Y quién sabe?
¡Tal vez creará una nueva rutina de lectura para el año nuevo!

Library News
Coca-Cola Fundraiser
We’re excited to share that our school is part of the Coca-Cola Give
program. This opens up Allemands to new funding opportunities to help purchase
more library books.
The best part? Donations don’t come out of your own pocket. When you
make Coca-Cola purchases, you simply enter the product codes here:
https://us.coca-cola.com/give/schools/ and our school receives a donation.
Allemands Elementary make the most of this program and learn more at
Coke.com/give.

Monthly Reading Program
“Reading is Where it’s Hat” reading logs are beginning to trickle in. Any books, whether from
school or home, can be written on the logs. Students that turn in completed logs will have their
names announced during morning announcements and receive a reading certificate and a pencil.
Be sure to turn your logs in to get credit for all of the reading I know you are doing!
“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more you learn, the more
places you'll go." — Dr. Seuss

Counselor’s Corner
Did You Know?
Children who regularly eat meals with their families tend to do better in school
and avoid risky behavior. Eating dinner together is great, but other meals count
too. If you work at night maybe you could make time for a family breakfast. Or,
on a weekend try a picnic lunch.

Dismissal/Transportation
All bus changes / car rider request need to be submitted in writing
by 2:30 on a full day and 10:30 on an early dismissal day to
aesbus@stcharles.k12.la.us. Bus changes need to include the students name, teachers name, bus number or animal (if known) and the
physical address of where the student will be dropped off. Car rider
request need to include the name of the student, teacher name, and
the person who will be picking him/her up. Please try to keep your
child’s schedule as consistent as possible.

DRESS CODE

The following guidelines have been established and are included in the Code of
Conduct Handbook. Any apparel for males or females should be worn as designed,
i.e. belts, pants at waist, shoestrings tied, etc. All students must conform to the
official dress code guidelines below:
Shirt - Collared white or navy blue dress/oxford or polo-type shirt. The official
PTA school spirit shirt is allowed every day of the week. If a child has another
AES school event or spirit shirt, they may wear it on Fridays only if it is white or
navy blue. Please contact Mrs. Perrin if you have questions.
Pants/Shorts/Skirt/Skort/Jumper - Navy or Khaki (no shorter than 2’ above the
center of the kneecap).
We encourage all students to show their school pride by wearing spirit shirts
with jeans on Fridays; however, the jeans must be sold blue, without tears and
decorations.

Robotics Night

Wetlands Watchers Night

December
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4
5:30 pm
Literacy
Night

5
10:00 Playgroup

6
Christmas
Play @ 6:00

7

8

9

10

11

12
10:00 Playgroup
School Board
Meeting 6:30

13 5:30pm
Rotary club
Christmas
Tree
Lighting @
Com. Center

14

15

16

17
Santa
Distributes
Gifts

18

19
10:00 Playgroup

20 9:15
Community
Morning
Meeting
Early Dismissal
12:35pm
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Christmas
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21 through
JANUARY
2
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24

25

26

27

28

29

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY DECEMBER 21
30

31

THROUGH JANUARY 2

